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As We Gather
In tonight's sermon text, Jesus uses the parable of the money lender to show
the Pharisees the value of forgiven debt. Tears of guilt and shame still flow
in a repentant flood from the heart at Jesus’ feet. The man who fails to see
his own sin, considers himself to have little need of a Savior. The heart of
faith, however, recognizes its own debt of sin and can truly appreciate the
depth  of  God’s  gracious  forgiveness.  The  life  of  a  Christian  is  one  of
constant repentance of sins, and trust in Christ for forgiveness.

T Preparation for Worship T

Hymn                                           TLH 140 - Jesus, I Will Ponder Now

Invocation                                                               Matthew 28:19b

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Confession and Absolution           1 John 1:5, 7-9; 2:2; Hebrews 4:16

P God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 
C If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with 

one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from 
all sin. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. 

C If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us pray. 
C Almighty God, merciful Father, we are sinful by nature, and have 

sinned against You in our thoughts, words, and actions. But we are 
sorry for our transgressions and pray You, of Your bountiful mercy, 
to be gracious and merciful  unto us.  Forgive us for Jesus’ sake,  
renew us by Your Spirit, and lead us in the way everlasting. Amen. 

P Jesus Christ is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only, 
but also for the sins of the whole world. We are forgiven. With boldness 
and confidence we may approach the throne to find grace to help in time
of need. In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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T Service of the Word T

Psalm of the Day                                                            Psalm 126

P When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 
C we were like those who dream. 
P Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 
C and our tongue with shouts of joy; 
P then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for 

them.” 
C The LORD has done great things for us; we are glad. 
P Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 
C like streams in the Negeb! 
P Those who sow in tears 
C shall reap with shouts of joy! 
P He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, 
C shall come home with shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves with him.

Passion History                                                             The Lord’s Supper

Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is called the Passover.

When Jesus had finished all these sayings, He said to His disciples, “You
know that after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will be
delivered up to be crucified.” Then the chief priests and the elders of the
people gathered in the palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas,
and plotted together in order to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill Him. But they
said, “Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar among the people.” 

Then Satan entered into Judas, called Iscariot, who was of the number of the
Twelve. Then he went to the chief priests and said, “What will you give me
if  I  deliver  Him over  to  you?” They were glad,  and agreed to give him
money. They paid him thirty pieces of silver. So he consented and sought an
opportunity to betray Him to them in the absence of a crowd. 

Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had
to be sacrificed. So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the
Passover for us, that we may eat it.” They said to Him, “Where will you
have us prepare it?” He said to them, “Behold, when you have entered the
city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him into the house
that he enters, and tell the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says to you:
My time is at hand; where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover
with my disciples?’ And he will  show you a large upper room furnished;
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prepare it there.” And the disciples set out and went to the city and found it
just as He had told them, and they prepared the Passover.

When it was evening, He reclined at table with the Twelve, and the apostles
with Him. And Jesus knew that His hour had come to depart out of this
world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved
them to the end. 

Now He said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you
before  I  suffer.  For  I  tell  you I  will  not  eat  it  until  it  is  fulfilled in  the
kingdom of God.” And He took a cup, and when He had given thanks He
said, “Take this, and divide it among yourselves. For I tell you that from
now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God
comes.” 

As they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it,  broke it and
gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given
for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup, after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you. For this cup is
the  new  covenant  in  my  blood,  which  is  poured  out  for  many  for  the
forgiveness of sins. Do this,  as often as you drink it,  in remembrance of
Me.” And they all drank of it.

A dispute also arose among them as to which of them was to be regarded as
the greatest.  Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all  things into His
hands, and that He had come from God and was going back to God, rose
from supper. He laid aside His outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it
around His waist. Then He poured water into a basin and began to wash the
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around
Him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to Him, “Lord, do You wash my
feet?” Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand now,
but  afterward you will  understand.”  Peter  said to Him,  “You shall  never
wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no
share with Me.” Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, not my feet only but also
my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does
not need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are
clean, but not every one of you.” For He knew who was to betray Him; that
was why He said, “Not all of you are clean.”

When He had washed their feet and put on His outer garments and resumed
His place, He said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you?
You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. If I then, your
Lord  and  Teacher,  have  washed  your  feet,  you  also  ought  to  wash  one
another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that you also should do just
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as I have done to you. And He said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles
exercise  lordship over  them,  and those in authority  over  them are called
benefactors. But not so with you. Rather, let the greatest among you become
as the youngest, and the leader as one who serves. For who is the greater,
one who reclines at table or one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at
table? But I am among you as the one who serves. Truly, truly, I say to you,
a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the
one who sent him. If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.

As  they  were  eating,  Jesus  was  troubled  in  His  Spirit  and  He  testified,
“Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray Me. The Son of man goes as it is
written of Him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! It
would have been better for that man if he had not been born.” The disciples
looked at one another, uncertain of whom He spoke. One of His disciples,
whom Jesus loved,  was reclining at table close to Jesus, so Simon Peter
motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom He was speaking. So that disciple,
leaning back against Jesus, said to Him, “Lord, who is it?” Jesus answered,
“It is he to whom I will give this morsel of bread when I have dipped it.” So
when He had dipped the morsel,  He gave it  to Judas,  the son of Simon
Iscariot. Judas, who would betray Him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” He said
to  him,  “You have  said  so.”  Then after  he  had  taken the  morsel,  Satan
entered into him. Jesus said to him, “What you are going to do, do quickly.”
Now no one at the table knew why He said this to him. Some thought that,
because Judas had the moneybag, Jesus was telling him, “Buy what we need
for  the  feast,”  or  that  he  should  give  something  to  the  poor.  So,  after
receiving the morsel of bread, he immediately went out. And it was night.

When Judas had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of man glorified, and
God is glorified in Him. If God is glorified in Him, God will also glorify
Him in Himself, and glorify Him at once. Little children, yet a little while I
am with you. You will seek Me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also
say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ A new commandment I
give to you, that you love one another: Just as I have loved you, you also are
to love one another. By this all people will know that you are My disciples,
if you have love for one another.”

Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him,
“Where  I  am  going  you  cannot  follow  me  now,  but  you  will  follow
afterward.” Peter said to Him, “Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will
lay down my life for you.” Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for
Me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster will not crow till you have denied
me three times.” 
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Confession of Faith            Luther’s Explanation of the Second Article

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity,
and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. 
He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me
from all sin, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or
silver,  but  with His  holy,  precious blood and His  innocent  suffering and
death. 
He did this that I should be His very own, live under Him in His kingdom,
and serve Him in eternal righteousness, innocence, and joy; just as He is
risen from death, lives and reigns in eternity. 
This is most certainly true.

Hymn                                             TLH 652 – I Lay My Sins on Jesus

Sermon Text                                                                           Luke 7:36-50
36 One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the
Pharisee’s house and reclined at table.  37 And behold, a woman of the city,
who was a sinner, when she learned that he was reclining at table in the
Pharisee’s  house,  brought  an alabaster  flask of  ointment,  38 and standing
behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and
wiped them with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them
with the ointment. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this,
he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who
and what sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.”
40 And Jesus answering said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to
you.” And he answered, “Say it, Teacher.”  41 “A certain moneylender had
two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.  42 When
they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will
love him more?”  43 Simon answered,  “The one,  I suppose,  for whom he
cancelled the larger debt.” And he said to him, “You have judged rightly.” 44

Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman?
I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my
feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You gave me no kiss, but
from the time I came in she has not ceased to kiss my feet.  46 You did not
anoint  my  head  with  oil,  but  she  has  anointed  my  feet  with  ointment.
47 Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved
much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.” 48 And he said to her, “Your
sins are forgiven.”  49 Then those who were at table with him began to say
among themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives sins?” 50 And he said to
the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

6



  Tears of Love

Offertory                        TLH 179 – On My Heart Imprint Thine Image

General Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C Amen.

Hymn                      TLH 390 – Drawn to the Cross, which Thou hast Blest

Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are used by permission through Concordia
Publishing House License #000014358 or OneLicense.net #A-729565. Scripture quotations
are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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